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THE Y SERVIZE WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY STAT)ON BEANGTON MERE.

During the Second World War the Y S&rvice wireless telegraphy sta'ion
at Branston Mere was one of a chain of British wireless intecept
stations, part of one of the R.A.F.’'s most secret intelligence units.

They were respons:ble for intercepting, day a;d night contiruously

German radic traffic, taking down the coded signals and identifying

sources, providing the cryptanalysts at Station X Bletchlev Park
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wilihh Bigh grade GBerman Air Force wireless intelligence.
gless.station at Branston Mere, along with a saries of
others up and down -the ceuntry,monitored German air to air, air to
ground messages and- even reported on Lufftwaffe sightings and it‘s own
relayed intelligence assessments eg. signals intercepted from a daily
Berma~ meteorlogizal sortie, gave the likely BGerman {arget for the day.
Trocp movements, orders of battlg, positions of formations and warnings
of impendingﬁatta;k, all th;s vital wireless intelligence could be
deduced froq the 1intercepted Germam signals. The signals were
Enciphered by_thg G=rmans using thgir Enigma machines, which the German
High Zommand tgought made them invunerable.

Thesehgqeiphered,;intercepted,signaIS‘ware sent, via Cheadle and
Chicksands)to gﬁ:afcioq X Bletchley P:ai_"k, whe\e cleveir tran_slators and
code breakers workad. . This was the source of the Ultra special
intelligence Qetwork. Cne of the best kept secrets of World War II.

The Y Service received virtually no publcity but was of vital
importance throughout the war.

The work a2t the secret Y Service station Brandton Mere was
technically difficult for the ‘-operators. The Germans obscured the

origine of transmitted mescages by changing the frequencies uzed an

th= call sign daily. these had Yo be relocatad ab’ michnight when Hivl
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shange ~ccurad. This involved sgarchirg the whole freauency band, an?
was helped by recognising une individuality ol Ihe serman troneasiiisro.
Also atmospheric conditions, weak signal strength and garble were other
technical difficulties to be overcome by the effort and ingenuity of
the highly skilled Y Service operators.

The unassuming wireless station and Y Service personnel at
Brarnston Mere, worked with the utmost secrecy and security, playing
their part in the intelligence operation which helped this country to

survive and win the Second World War 1939-4C.

Reference "Ultra goes to war The Secret Story" by Ronald Lewin.
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